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• GSA Interview Series 
returning 

• Request for member 
news 

• GSA North America 
Annual Conference

Registration and Abstract deadline:  
GSA 2016 Global (In)Securities

Keynote Speakers:  
Marysia Zalewski (Aberdeen) and  
Jef Huysmans (Queen Mary) 

‘Global (In-)Securities’ provides a platform to explore and discuss 
questions relating to the practices, technologies and experiences of 
securities and insecurities in a globalised world. In recognition of the 
complexities that pertain to the question of security and insecurity, 
relating to issues such as war and conflict, migration and the global 
economy, we want to probe multi- and interdisciplinary perspectives 
on global (in-)securities. We welcome paper and panel proposals 
from a wide range of disciplinary backgrounds and methodological 
perspectives. 

We invite proposals for panels and papers from all areas of Global 
Studies: 

• Theorising (in-)security 
• Representations of (in-)security in film and literature 
• Spatial and temporal dimensions of (in-)security 
• Technologies of (in-)security 
• (In-)security and transnational migration 
• Gender and (in-)security 
• Affective and embodied experiences of (in-)security 
• Precarity, vulnerability and (in-)security 
• (In-)security in the global economy 
• (In-)security and human rights 
• (In-)security and the anthropocene 
• Ethics, cosmopolitanism and (in-)security 

To register for the conference please visit the GSA 
2016 conference website 

Please submit your paper or panel proposal to 
b.schippers@smucb.ac.uk. The deadline for the submission of 
paper and panel proposals is 30th April 2016. Paper proposals 
should include a title, abstract (300 words) and institutional affiliation; 
panel proposals should include a panel title and description as well 
as the abstracts and details of panel speakers. 

http://smucb.ac.uk/academic/research/researchc_gsaconf16.asp?cid=144803297314
mailto:b.schippers@smucb.ac.uk
http://smucb.ac.uk/academic/research/researchc_gsaconf16.asp?cid=144803297314
mailto:b.schippers@smucb.ac.uk
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Human Rights in a Globalising World:  
Darren O’Byrne Book Launch 

Professor David Inglis (Exeter) initiated the commentary by focusing on what he referred to as the 
three virtues of the book. These virtues pointed to the quality of the writing, the accessibility of the 

ideas and the significance and timing of the analysis for current affairs including the Brexit 
referendum. In what became a recurring point throughout the discussion, Inglis pointed out the 

potential value of the book for political debate suggesting (tongue-in-cheek) that politicians such 
as Boris Johnson might receive some benefit from the explanation contained within the text. In this 

vein, Inglis’ question focused on the message that O’Byrne might have for politicians trying to 
understand the value of Britain’s relationship to human rights laws and institutions.  

Dr Birgit Schippers' (St Mary’s University College) followed this by reiterating the virtues of the 
book especially with regard to its accessibility - a feature that marks the book as an important 

contribution into a field with growing complexity. On the point of contribution, Dr. Schippers also 
found that the book potentially offers a new route to unifying work on human rights within a distinct 
field - a scholarship of human rights. She questioned what this scholarship might look like and how 

it would fit beside existing fields.  

The third panelist, Dr Katie Boyle (Roehampton) highlighted an 
additional strength of the book in its ability to fuse a sociological 

understanding with analysis of legal practices and institutions. This 
sociology of human rights law provides an important corrective to 

debates that focus on institutions over actors. Dr. Boyle also 
commended the ability of the book to make constructive use of the 

author’s anger and desire to see change without becoming 
polemical.  

The conversation continued with a response from Dr. O’Byrne and 
further questions from both the panelists and audience followed 

by a drinks reception in the Digby Stuart Convent Parlour.
Left to right: Michele Lamb, Darren O’Byrne, 
David Inglis, Birgit Schippers and Katie Boyle

GSA Interview Series and Publications 

The GSA Interview series will be returning soon!  
In the meantime you can read past interviews on the GSA Webpage.  

At the GSA we are always looking to publicise the work  
and activities of our members so we would love to hear from any  

GSA members who have new publications that they would like us to highlight.

Monday, 14th March saw the launch of Dr. Darren O’Byrne’s Human Rights in 
a Globalising World. The book launch event - co-sponsored by the Crucible 

Centre for Human Rights Research and the Global Studies Association - 
brought together students and academics to discuss the book and its 

significance in a political climate often marked by hostility to the expansion of 
human rights claims. The discussion was initiated by an excellent panel 
including Professor David Inglis (Exeter), Dr. Birgit Schippers (St Mary’s 

University College), Dr Katie Boyle (Roehampton) and chaired by Dr. Michele 
Lamb (Roehampton).  Click for webpage

https://he.palgrave.com/page/detail/?sf1=barcode&st1=9781137335975
https://he.palgrave.com/page/detail/?sf1=barcode&st1=9781137335975
https://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/
https://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/
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The Global Studies Association of North America 
15th Annual Conference 

Crossing Borders: People, Cultures, Capital 

University of Texas, Austin: June 9 - 11th, 2016 
Co-sponsor: International Relations and Global Studies Program 

Call for Papers: Accepting papers on all topics that include aspects of global studies. 
Send 100 word abstracts to: Jerry Harris at gharris234@comcast.net. Deadline May 1st. 

For more information go to our web site at: http://www.net4dem.org/mayglobal 

Keynote Speakers 

Dr. Saskia Sassen, Columbia University 
Dr. Sassen’s research and writing focuses on globalization (including social, 
economic and political dimensions), immigration, global cities (including cities and 
terrorism), the new networked technologies, and changes within the liberal state 
that result from current transnational conditions. In her research she has focused on 
the unexpected and the counterintuitive as a way to cut through established       

  "truths."  

Dr. David Montejano, UC Berkeley 
Dr. Montejano is an historian, sociologist and Professor of Ethnic Studies at the 
University of California, Berkeley. He is former Chair of the Center For Latino Policy 
Research, a Unit of the Institute for the Study of Social Change. Previously he was 
an Associate Professor of History and Sociology and Director of the Center for 
Mexican American Studies (1996-2000) at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Susan Gzesh, University of Chicago 
Dr. Gzesh is the Executive Director of the Pozen Family Center for Human Rights 
and a Senior Lecturer in the College, appointed in 2001 after service as a part-time 
Lecturer at the University of Chicago Law School (1992 – 2001). She teaches 
courses on contemporary issues in human rights, the comparative human rights of 
aliens and citizens, human rights in Mexico and Latin America, and the use of 
international human rights norms in the United States. 

Alfonso Gonzales, University of Texas 
Dr. Gonzales is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mexican American and 
Latino Studies and in the Teresa Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies at 
UT Austin. Dr. Gonzales’ scholarly interests are in Latino and Latin American 
politics, migration control, and migrant social movements in the United States, 
Mexico, and Central America. He is particularly interested in what the politics of 
migration control—which, broadly conceived, includes policing, asylum,   

  detention, and deportation—means for democracy, human rights, and justice.

mailto:gharris234@comcast.net
http://www.net4dem.org/mayglobal
mailto:gharris234@comcast.net
http://www.net4dem.org/mayglobal
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multidisciplinary social science

Chair: (currently vacant) 
 

Centre for Global and Transnational Politics  
Department of Politics, IR and Philosophy 

 
Royal Holloway, University of London 

Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX 
Phone: 01784 414133 

 
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk 

Website: www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association 
set up in order to address the vast social, political and economic transformations of 
global scope which are impacting upon the world today. The GSA provides a forum 

for scholars to collaborate and explore shared responses to such phenomenon, 
particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity and 
to the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering 

its members invaluable contacts and connections. In addition, the thematic approach 
of the GSA allows interests which are not easily accommodated in single disciplinary 
associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus individuals who share a 

common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 
intellectual home by working with others in the GSA.

Newsletter edited by: Alistair Brisbourne 

mailto:chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk
http://www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com
mailto:chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk
http://www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com

