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Message from the Chair 
  
Welcome to York for the annual GSA conference which this year explores Cultural 
Encounters and Global Connectivity. Over three days of meetings we have a 
wonderfully diverse programme of papers and three excellent keynotes. I am very 
grateful to local organizers Maria Rovisco and Sarah Lawson-Welsh  for putting 
together such an excellent programme and for the smooth organization of the 
event. 
  
The sessions throughout the conference look excellent, covering themes such as 
religion, power and resistance, cinematic encounters, memorialization, migration, 
cosmopolitanism, culinary encounters, and risk. We also have our keynote 
speakers; Robert Holton, Alan Rice and Roland Robertson. Robert Holton is 
renowned for his many books on globalization, including Making Globalization 
(Palgrave) and Globalization and the Nation-state (Palgrave). Alan Rice is known 
for his writings on the 'Black Atlantic' including Radical Narratives of the Black 
Atlantic (Continuum). Roland Robertson is a foundational scholar of globalization 
and his Globalization: Social Theory and Global Culture (Sage) remains a 
seminal text.In addition, the programme includes a meeting of the GSA's 
Postgraduate Forum, a screening of Lisa Harewood's short film Auntie, and a 
meet-the-author session with Victor Roudometof, who will discuss his new book 
Globalization and Orthodox Christianity: The Transformations of a Religious 
Tradition (Routledge). As you can see there is certainly plenty to look forward to 
over the three days of our conference. !
I wish you all a safe journey to York and I look forward to having the opportunity 
to chat with you during the conference. 
  
Chris Rumford 
GSA Chair
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Follow this link to view a map showing both the Monkbar Hotel and the Campus 

The Final Programme for the 2014 GSA Conference can be viewed online: http://
globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/annual-conference-2013/2014-final-programme/ !

In addition to keynote presentations by Alan Rice, Bob Holton and Roland Roberston and an ‘author 
meets the critics’ session with Victor Roudometoff, other highlights include two special panels to be 

held on Friday 27th:  !
‘Godless World or a Globalized God? The Role of Religion in World Politics and Inter-societal 

Relations and Contact’ !
Chair and Organizer:  Roland, Robertson  (Pittsburgh & University of Aberdeen, UK) !

‘Religion as Political Institution?’ (Roland Robertson, Pittsburgh and University of Aberdeen, UK) 
‘Religions for Peace and Globalized Transnational Civil Society’ (Pauline Kollontai, York St John University, UK) 

 ‘Religious Transnational Organisations and Postsecular International Relations’ (Jeff Haynes, London 
Metropolitan University, UK) 

 ‘Attempting to Globalize Peace and Unity – An Examination of Religiously-Informed Contributions to 
Dialogue’  (Rebecca Catto, Coventry University, UK) !

and !
‘Connectivity Revisited’ !

Organizer: Magdalena Nowicka (Humboldt University Berlin/TRANSFORmIG) !
Chair: Maria Rovisco (University of Leicester, UK) !

 ‘Diversification through contact? An intersectional perspective on social networks of Polish migrants to UK, 
Iceland and Germany’ (Łukasz Krzyżowski, Humboldt University Berlin/TRANSFORmIG, Germany) 

‘Care in migrant networks: unequal life-chances alongside spatial mobility, gender and transnationality’  (Karolina 
Barglowski , Bielefeld University, Germany) 

‘Ambivalence of belonging: what roles for migrants in the sending countries?’ (Alexandru Cârlan and Mălina 
Ciocea, National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, Romania )

https://www.google.com/maps?q=monkbar+hotel+york&hl=en&ll=53.965125,-1.076295&spn=0.006867,0.013797&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=37.819897,56.513672&oq=monkbar+&t=m&z=16
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/annual-conference-2013/2014-final-programme/
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/annual-conference-2013/2014-final-programme/
https://www.google.com/maps?q=monkbar+hotel+york&hl=en&ll=53.965125,-1.076295&spn=0.006867,0.013797&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=37.819897,56.513672&oq=monkbar+&t=m&z=16


GSA Interview with Nikos Papastergiadis on Cosmopolitanism 
and Culture

The GSA was lucky to be able to talk to Professor Papastergiadis about his 
book Cosmopolitanism and Culture published in 2012 by Polity Press. 

“The approach I take on the formations of cosmopolitanism is inspired 
by the capacities expressed by both individuals and collectives to 
transform themselves through the incorporation of the other. I am 
intrigued to see the way that structures and perceptions change as 
they encounter differences. For this to occur however, it is also 
necessary that the social and perceptual system be relatively open-
ended. I use this idea of lines and clusters to note both the trajectory 
across real and symbolic borders, and the process of reconfiguration 
that occurs as new elements jostle together and form a new 
amalgamation. In this sense, my approach is affirmative of the 
individual capacity to adapt and optimistic that social formations are 
responsive rather than fixed and closed.”

The full interview can be read on the GSA Interview page: http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/
interviews/interview-with-professor-nikos-papastergiadis/

!
MDPI interested in publishing GSA papers 
!
MDPI announces a new e-book series on “Global and Transnational Studies” (http://books.mdpi.com/) 
which intends to publish academic works (edited volumes and short or full-length monographs) that 
cover developments in Global and Transnational Studies. The goal is to offer a publication outlet that 
can accommodate the growing interest of the scholarly community in the study of globalization, global-
local relationships, cosmopolitanism and transnational connections. The series can accommodate both 
selections of papers presented in annual meetings or specialized conferences as well as submissions 
for monographs.  

The MDPI Books project encompasses all the benefits of open access: high availability and visibility, as 
well as wide and fast dissemination. With annual research output increasing exponentially, libraries 
face immense challenges with regard to their budget and space capacities. In comparison with 
traditional book printing, open access publications save costs, space and time and promote the 
exchange of ideas and knowledge in a globalized world. 

The Series Editor Victor Roudometof (University of Cyprus, for queries e-mail: roudomet@ucy.ac.cy) is 
particularly interested in the publication of papers presented at the GSA annual meetings. Those 
members who have a specific idea for an e-volume based on material presented at the GSA meetings 
are invited to submit their proposal for consideration in the series. 

http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/interview-with-professor-nikos-papastergiadis/
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/interview-with-professor-nikos-papastergiadis/


http://criticalglobalisation.com

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, 
academic journal that invites contributors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. 
The journal seeks to bring cutting edge theoretical and critical reflection to bear on 
dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of globalisation. 

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Amin Samman, Angus Cameron and Chris Clarke

2014 will see the publication of issues 7 & 8 of the Journal of Critical Globalisation 
Studies. With 'Modelling Worlds: The Politics of Simulation' we aim to be the first 
interdisciplinary journal to examine politically the repercussions of models and computer 
simulations.

multidisciplinary social science

Chair: Chris Rumford 
Centre for Global and Transnational Politics 
Department of Politics and IR 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX 
Phone: 01784 414133 
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to 
address the vast social, political and economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon 
the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collaborate and explore shared responses to 
such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity and to 
the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering its members invaluable 
contacts and connections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not 
easily accommodated in single disciplinary associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus 
individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 
intellectual home by working with others in the GSA. 
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