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GSA Annual Conference 2015: Call for Papers 
 

Living the Global: the cultural experience of globalization  
Roehampton University, Thurs. 2nd – Sat. 4th July 2015 

Keynote speakers:  
 

Ian Woodward (University of Southern Denmark and Griffith University, 
Brisbane), author of Cosmopolitanism: Uses of the Idea 

 
Nick Stevenson (Nottingham), author of Cultural Citizenship: 

Cosmopolitan Questions 
 

Rodanthi Tzanelli (Leeds University), author of Heritage in the Digital 
Era: Cinematic Tourism and the Activist Cause 

‘Living the global’ aims to explore an under-researched aspect of 
globalization; how people experience it. The human experience of 
globalization requires closer attention to everyday practices, subject-
object relationships, and aesthetics (among other things) that can 
reveal the different ways in which people respond to, negotiate, and 
attempt to harness global processes. Of central importance are 
questions such as: how and where are these different experiences of 
globalization revealed? How are different experiences expressed/
represented?  

We know that global processes do not impact on all people in the same 
way and can lead to different outcomes for different people. In short, the 
same process can result in different experiences of globalization. 
Bauman talks of ‘Globalization for some, localization for some’, but this 
formulation risks obscuring how this duality works in tandem in all 
spaces; others talk about ‘glocalization’, the intertwining of the global 
and local, for example, while yet others see globalization as being ‘in 
here’ as well as just ‘out there’.  

The key to understanding all this, it is suggested, is developing a more 
nuanced perspective on the human experience of globalization and how 
this is manifested in culture, politics, media and society. We are 
interested in finding out how people accommodate themselves to ‘living 
the global’ but also how they may drive it too, under certain conditions. 
‘Living the global’ intends to address these areas of human creativity in 
the context of global processes and explore the connections and 
disjunctures between experiences. 



Proposals for papers should take the form of a 300 word abstract and may be submitted on 
any aspect of the conference theme. The organisers will allocate papers to an appropriate 
panel.  

The deadline for submission of abstracts (300 words) is April 30 2015.  

Please send to conference organizer Chris Rumford at chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk 

Conference registration: 

Costs: Full registration £245 (includes accommodation, lunch and other refreshments, and 
conference fee).  Discounted student registration £170.  

Standard registration (no-accommodation) £175. Discounted student rate £130. 

Conference dinner is £40 extra for all delegates. Registration includes automatic GSA 
membership.   

Please follow this link to register for the conference: http://estore.roehampton.ac.uk/browse/
extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=164&catid=155&prodid=195

- Representations of glocalization (in film, 
literature etc.) 

- ‘Bottom up’ accounts of global processes 

- Mapping ‘global journeys’ and the 
centrality of mobility to the experience of 
globalization 

- Encounters with ‘global things’, either as 
commodities or as empowering objects 

- Transnational migration and migrant 
identities 

- Experiencing hybridity and/or difference 

- Tourism and cultural encounters 

- Digital diasporas 

- Memorializing cultural 
encounters: the role of museums 
and heritage studies 

- The rise of the interplanetary: 
leaving the global behind? 

- The border as global portal: 
connectivity and transnationalism 

- ‘Living the global city’: urban 
encounters 

- Cosmopolitanism as a particular 
experience of globalisation

We are particularly interested in receiving proposals for papers in the following areas:

GSA 2015: Meet the Keynote Speakers

Rodanthi’s talk is entitled “Interpellating the ‘community’: global 
aesthetics and Slumdog Millionaire’s (im)mobile articulations” 

Her most recent book is: Tzanelli, R. (2013) Olympic Ceremonialism 
and The Performance of National Character: From London 2012 to 

Rio 2016 (Palgrave)

Rodanthi Tzanelli (University of Leeds) 

mailto:chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk
http://estore.roehampton.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=164&catid=155&prodid=195
mailto:chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk
http://estore.roehampton.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=164&catid=155&prodid=195


 

Ian’s talk is entitled 'The 
cosmopolitan possibilities 

of encounters with 
globality' 

Ian’s most recent book is: 
Skrbis, Z., and 
Woodward, I. 

(2013)Cosmopolitanism: 
Uses of the Idea (Sage)

Ian Woodward (University of Southern 
Denmark and Griffith University, Brisbane)

Nick Stevenson 
(University of Nottingham) 

Nick’s talk is entitled ‘Jazz 
Music and the Global 

Commons’ 

His most recent book is: 
Stevenson, N. (2012) 
Freedom (Routledge) 

Meet	  the	  author	  session	  with	  Alison	  Hulme	  author	  of	  On	  the	  Commodity	  
Trail:	  The	  Journey	  of	  a	  Bargain-‐store	  Product	  from	  East	  to	  West,	  
(Bloomsbury	  Academic)	  

 
Alison Hulme is a Teaching Fellow at Royal Holloway and part-time 
Lecturer at University College Dublin, as well as the 2014 Ron Lister 
Visiting Fellow at the University of Otago. Previously, she was an 
Associate Lecturer at Goldsmiths College and a Visiting Lecturer at the 
University of Iceland and Beijing Foreign Studies University.  She 
gained her PhD in 2011 from Goldsmiths Centre for Cultural Studies. 
Alison worked as a radio and TV presenter for many years. 

The book explores the prevalence of the bargain store in our towns and cities 
and delves into the colourful and illuminating histories behind the objects on 
the shelf. From raw materials on municipal rubbish dumps in the Far East, to 
newly re-made products and a journey across the seas, to bargain stores in 
Europe and North America and eventually to the homes of consumers, this is 
the complex story behind society's simplest and cheapest commodities. 
Weaving together compelling narratives from individuals at different parts of 
the commodity chain, including waste peddlers, wholesalers, stores owners 
and shoppers, this book considers the places and people at the heart of 
these localized, yet immense global networks. Following eight key objects, 
On the Commodity Trail combines ethnographies of material culture with a 
broader consideration of commodity culture at a time of global recession.   

The author will discuss the book with a panel comprising Nick Stevenson 
(Nottingham), Ian Woodward (Griffith University, Brisbane), Jill Timms 
(Brunel) and Barrie Axford (Oxford Brookes), as well as taking questions from 
the audience 

 
View book on publisher’s webpage 

http://www.bloomsbury.com/au/on-the-commodity-trail-9781472572868/#sthash.0pknk02A.dpuf
http://www.bloomsbury.com/au/on-the-commodity-trail-9781472572868/#sthash.0pknk02A.dpuf


Kraftwerk in Birmingham: Conference Report 

It is not often that I go to a conference to find that it has been literally invaded by the media. 
The recent international conference on Kraftwerk held at Aston University caught perhaps 
surprisingly a considerable amount of public interest (conference page).  

As I arrived I was immediately courted by a journalist from the Independent who was polite 
but did not seem to be entirely sure why he was there. The interest seemed to buzz around 
the idea that both this was the first ever conference on this theme, and what is it that anyone 
could meaningfully say about it? Perhaps predictably some of the interest by the media 
became caught up in high versus low culture debates from the 1980s and failed to catch that 
most of the conference was concerned with the relationship between music, the history of art 
and German national identity. The conference itself was attended by (yes) academics, but 
also musicians, fans and people from the music industry. Again in my experience this is an 
unusual mix with most conferences on specialist themes attracting little by the way of outside 
interest.  

The conference organiser Uwe Schütte did a brilliant job of structuring the two days by 
carefully integrating presentations from academics, musicians and journalists. There was 
even an electronic disco in the evening hosted by Rusty Egan who is well known as 
something of a pioneer in electronic music. Uwe also did well to hold his nerve when a former 
member of Kraftwerk did not show up at the appointed time and the BBC cameras arrived 
mid-morning. However for myself the excitement was less attached to the media, but more to 
do with my own session. Back in the early 1980s I had been a very big fan of the Kraftwerk 
influenced Cabaret Voltaire. The opening address of the conference was given by Stephen 
Mallinder (the lead singer of the Cabs) who at a later session offered a response to my fan 
letter (cunningly disguised as an academic paper). He was very generous in his criticism and 
the dialogue between us both touched on the history of electronic music, the troubled class 
conflicts the early 1980s, the music industry and the politics of music.  

On returning home I excitedly played some of the music featured at the conference for the 
children to be met by the usual chorus of criticism and lack of relevance.  They have now all 
seen my robot dance, but I am not sure they want to see it again. 

Dr Nick Stevenson

As part of our ongoing GSA Interview Series we have been 
talking to Robert Holton about his new book Global Inequalities. 

“I have wanted to develop a more explicit policy focus to my work for 
sometime, and in this book, and the previous volume on Global 
Finance, I feel that I have done so. Social theory can be very 

scholastic, and policy-making can be fairly philistine about grand 
ideas or abstract discursive analysis. I hope I have hacked out some 

pathways between the two. Its taken me a long time to get to this 
point” 

 
Read the full interview on our interview page (click to access)

https://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/
https://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/
http://www.aston.ac.uk/lss/news/events/indindustrielle-volksmusik-for-the-twenty-first-centuryustrielle-volksmusik-for-the-twenty-first-century
http://www.aston.ac.uk/lss/news/events/indindustrielle-volksmusik-for-the-twenty-first-centuryustrielle-volksmusik-for-the-twenty-first-century


http://criticalglobalisation.com

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, academic journal that 
invites contributors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. The journal seeks to bring cutting edge 
theoretical and critical reflection to bear on dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of 
globalisation. 

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Amin Samman, Angus Cameron and Chris 
Clarke

The JCGS is proud to announce the publication of issue 7, featuring articles and 
review by Pierre Pénet and Grégoire Mallard, Benjamin Braun, Matthew Watson, 
Angus Cameron, Ingrid M. Hoofd and Hubert Buch-Hansen. The next issue, 
'Hard Cash', will be released later in 2014. 

multidisciplinary social science

Chair: Chris Rumford 
Centre for Global and Transnational Politics 
Department of Politics and IR 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX 
Phone: 01784 414133 
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order 
to address the vast social, political and economic transformations of global scope which are 
impacting upon the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collaborate and 
explore shared responses to such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The 
commitment to multidisciplinarity and to the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and 
scope and thus offering its members invaluable contacts and connections. In addition, the 
thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not easily accommodated in single 
disciplinary associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus individuals who share a 
common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an intellectual home by 
working with others in the GSA. 

www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com Newsletter edited by: Alistair Brisbourne 

Click	  to	  access
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