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Call for Papers: GSA 2016 Global (In)Securities

Centre for Global Justice 
St Mary’s University College Belfast 

29 June 2016 – 1 July 2016 

‘Global (In-)Securities’ provides a platform to explore and discuss 
questions relating to the practices, technologies and experiences of 
securities and insecurities in a globalised world. In recognition of the 
complexities that pertain to the question of security and insecurity, 
relating to issues such as war and conflict, migration and the global 
economy, we want to probe multi- and interdisciplinary perspectives on 
global (in-)securities. While cognisant of the contribution from the field 
of security studies, we welcome paper and panel proposals from a 
wide range of disciplinary backgrounds and methodological 
perspectives. 

Submissions that engage with the conference theme and address the 
following topics are particularly encouraged, although we invite 
proposals for panels and papers from all areas of Global Studies: 

• Theorising (in-)security 
• Representations of (in-)security in film and literature 
• Spatial and temporal dimensions of (in-)security 
• Technologies of (in-)security 
• (In-)security and transnational migration 
• Gender and (in-)security 
• Affective and embodied experiences of (in-)security 
• Precarity, vulnerability and (in-)security 
• (In-)security in the global economy 
• (In-)security and human rights 
• (In-)security and the anthropocene 
• Ethics, cosmopolitanism and (in-)security 

Please submit your paper or panel proposal to 
b.schippers@smucb.ac.uk. The deadline for the submission of paper 
and panel proposals is 1 March 2016. Paper proposals should include 
a title, abstract (300 words) and institutional affiliation; panel proposals 
should include a panel title and description as well as the abstracts and 
details of panel speakers. 

mailto:b.schippers@smucb.ac.uk
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Conference Information 
The conference venue is Belfast’s well-known Europa Hotel, which is located in the 
heart of the city. A limited number of rooms have been reserved for GSA delegates, 
and we will provide information on the delegate rate and booking arrangements in 
due course. Advice on alternative accommodation, including budget 
accommodation, can be obtained from Visit Belfast. 

The city of Belfast is easy to reach by air (if you travel from Britain or further afield) 
or by train and bus (if you come from the Republic of Ireland). All major airports in 
Britain, including all of the London airports as well as Birmingham, Manchester, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leeds and Newcastle, provide excellent flight connections to 
Belfast. The two airports serving the city are George Best Belfast City Airport  and 
Belfast International Airport; you will find information on additional flight routes on 
their respective websites. Both airports have bus connections into Belfast city 
centre, dropping you off at the Europa Bus Station, just beside the Europa Hotel. 
Taxi transfers from Belfast International Airport cost approximately £25, while a taxi 
from George Best Belfast City Airport will be around £12. 

Delegates who are citizens of a European Union member state have the option of 
travelling via Dublin Airport in the Republic of Ireland. Two bus companies, 
Translink  and aircoach, provide services from Dublin Airport to Belfast city centre. 

Delegates from outside the European Union should ensure that their travel 
arrangements comply with British immigration guidelines. Thus, arrival in Belfast via 
a British connecting airport is strongly advisable. 

Our conference website will be up and running shortly, providing further information 
on the conference and its keynote speakers, as well as on accommodation and 
travel arrangements. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Belfast for  
GSA 2016 and wish to extend a very warm céad míle  
fáilte to all prospective conference participants. 

GSA 2016 Keynote Speakers 

Professor Jef Huysmans  
(Queen Mary, Uni. of London) 

Professor Marysia Zalewski  
(University of Aberdeen) 
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http://www.dublinairport.com/home.aspx
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There will be some changes to the way the GSA is administered following 
the resignation of Chris Rumford as Chair.  
 
We hope to be able to outline the new administrative structure in a future 
newsletter. Until then please bear with us in this transitional phase. 

On behalf of GSA members, we would like to thank Chris for his dedication 
to building and promoting the Global Studies Association. In Chris’ capacity 
as Chair he has overseen more than four years of successful conferences, 
workshops, networking and building research activities, among other 
things. It has been a pleasure. We wish you all the best in the future. 

GSA administrative changes 

The editors of the Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies are sad to announce that the journal has 
now come to the end of the road with its 7th issue.  

JCGS's archive will remain permanently available on the website of Finance and Society at: 
http://financeandsociety.org/jcgs/ 

The editors - Angus Cameron, Chris Clarke, Nathan Coombs, and Amin Samman - would like to 
thank everyone for the support that has been lent to the JCGS over the years.

New Publication: GSA President Leslie Sklair 
The Icon Project: Architecture, Cities, and Capitalist Globalization 

This book argues that the almost exclusive focus of the media on iconic 
architecture and starchitects presents a misleading account of the industry. 
 
It posits that iconic architecture at the city, national, and global scales is 
part of an ideological and cultural strategy. 

The discussion draws on a series of formal interviews with practicing 
architects and people working in and around architecture from all over the 
world. 

It also features the first attempt to establish empirically the structure of the 
architecture industry worldwide in the 21st century, using industry sources 
of data.

http://financeandsociety.org/jcgs/
http://financeandsociety.org/jcgs/


Britpop at GSA 2015! 

The GSA Panel: Definitely Maybe: Britpop, national identity 
and globalization included three papers from Jon Stewart 
(Brighton Institute of Modern Music), Johnny Hopkins 
(Southampton Solent University) and Claudia Lueders 
(Royal Holloway).  

Jon’s paper ‘"Always historicise!" Britpop from personal experience to global context’ offered an 
excellent auto-ethnographic analysis of his experience as founder, guitarist and co-songwriter for 
Sleeper: platinum-selling Britpop recording artists for RCA/BMG Records and Sony/ATV Music 
Publishing from 1993-1998.  His presentation drew on the work of Fredric Jameson, Rupa Huq 
and Dan Dennett to provide a personal reflection on the impact of twentieth century globalisation 
on a typically unassuming South Yorkshire family.  

Johnny’s paper ‘"Britpop? More like Shitpop!" - Resisting the National Call to Arms and the PR 
Potential of a Marketable Scene in Favour of Going Global’ brilliantly considered the PR 
launching and development of Oasis within the transitional political context of the 1990s and 
revealed the band’s complex and often antagonistic relationship to Britpop. The paper discussed 
Britpop as a media construct which brought together a disparate bunch of largely unrelated 
groups from different parts of the country. The bands were tied together under a banner of 
national identity whether the artists wanted it or not. For the media, packaging these acts together 
into a ‘movement’ made a newsworthy story that neatly juxtaposed Britpop with the distinctly 
American grunge genre – and ultimately sold significant numbers of magazines and newspapers.  

Claudia’s paper ‘Britpop’s Common People – The representation of national identity in popular 
music in a globalized world’ discussed the relevance of Britpop’s representation of British identity 
for the British youth and their attitude towards British identity in the 1990s within a global context. 
Her paper argued that Britpop’s representation of national identity was more complex and 
ambiguous than previously suggested by academia and that Britpop’s positive attitude towards 
Britain and its nostalgic representation of British identity needs to be interpreted as a cultural 
critique of social, economic and political changes in the United Kingdom in the 90s. It discussed 
the importance of cultural referencing in Britpop music and its related media discourse which 
played an important role for Britpop’s mainstream success in the UK as it deliberately connected 
the contemporary culture of the younger generation with the cultural heritage of older generations 
and therefore further strengthened Britain’s image as a nation of great pop music.  

Based on the work of Benedict Anderson, Stuart Hall and Michael Billig amongst others the three 
papers presented an insight full perspective into the Britpop phenomenon, national identity and 
globalization by drawing on empirical data from musicians, PR agents and fans. 



 

European Sociological Association -  
RN15 “Global, Transnational and Cosmopolitan Sociology”  

Mid-Term Conference  

“Globalization, supranational dynamics and local experience”  
15-16 April, 2016, Milan, Italy 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore  

Call for papers  

One of the main challenges that sociology and social sciences face today is to understand how 
individuals, collective actors and structures cope with the dilemmas, tensions and ambivalences of 
modern societies embedded in supranational dynamics. This interim meeting of RN 15 on global, 
transnational and cosmopolitan sociology calls for papers dealing theoretically, methodologically 

and empirically with issues related to the transnational dimension. We welcome all manner of 
papers that deal with how the local, the transnational and the global are entwined and construct the 
meaning of one another, and how individuals, organizations or states manage this predicament for 
instance by emphasizing a cosmopolitan outlook or by cherishing local culture. We also encourage 
papers that deal with the current intensification of migration and asylum seeking in Europe from the 

perspective of local- 
global entanglement.  

Key dates  

Submission of abstracts (about 300 words) and panel proposals by 10th February. 

Notification of decision on abstract and panels by 22nd February. 

Abstracts and panel proposals should be sent to Marco Caselli (marco.caselli@unicatt.it). 

No fees are required for participation.

mailto:marco.caselli@unicatt.it?subject=
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multidisciplinary social science

Chair: vacant 
 

Centre for Global and Transnational Politics  
Department of Politics, IR and Philosophy 

 
Royal Holloway, University of London 

Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX 
Phone: 01784 414133 

 
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk 

Website: www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association 
set up in order to address the vast social, political and economic transformations of 
global scope which are impacting upon the world today. The GSA provides a forum 

for scholars to collaborate and explore shared responses to such phenomenon, 
particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity and 
to the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering 

its members invaluable contacts and connections. In addition, the thematic approach 
of the GSA allows interests which are not easily accommodated in single disciplinary 
associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus individuals who share a 

common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 
intellectual home by working with others in the GSA.

Newsletter edited by: Alistair Brisbourne 
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