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Cosmopolitanism is currently one of the 

most prominent topics in the social 

sciences and humanities, and a key con-

cept for understanding globalization. 

This collection of essays, featuring a line

-up of leading international scholars, 

argues that most work on cosmopoli-

tanism uses a normative model, rather 

than fully interrogating the issue empir-

ically, comparatively and globally. This 

ambitious and ground-breaking collec-

tion will push the boundaries of the 

debate on cosmopolitanism into new 

areas, opening up new lines of inquiry 

and analysis that will have an impact on 

the study of globalization and global 

process for years to come. 

Message from the GSA 

The next issue of the GSA newsletter will be a 

special issue designed to be distributed at the 

GSA conference July 5-7th 2012. We have 

highlighted a few special themed panels in 

this newsletter and intend to expand on this 

in the subsequent edition, and introduce ad-

ditional panels. We are delighted to have so 

many great academics and students already 

planning to present at the conference and we 

encourage both presenters and attendees to 

register early. As always, do not hesitate to 

forward this newsletter on to colleagues and 

friends who may be interested. 

Roland Robertson and Anne Sophie Krossa will be holding a Meet the Author session 

at the upcoming GSA Conference to discuss this new edited volume. This session will 

be linked to the Europe in the World panel.  

Conference registration information 

can be found via the MMU GSA 

webpage (click for link).  

Payments can be made online 

through the MMU ‘On-line Store’. 

Follow the directions through the 

link above.  

http://www.globalstudiesassociation.org/11th-gsa-conference-2012/gsa-conference-payment-details/
http://www.globalstudiesassociation.org/11th-gsa-conference-2012/gsa-conference-payment-details/
http://buyonline.mmu.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&prodid=134&deptid=14&catid=2


 

 

My hosts in Pittsburgh were the Sociology Department at the University of Pittsburgh 

and my programme was co-ordinated by Professor Jackie Smith, a prominent social 
movements scholar. I gave two lectures at the University of Pittsburgh, one to the Archi-
tecture and Art History Department on ‘Iconic architecture and capitalist globalization’ 
and another to the sociology department on ‘Hidden qualifiers of globalization’, an up-

dating of my ‘Emancipatory potential of general globalization’ paper in GLOBALIZATIONS (2009). This talk ex-
panded on ideas about what could replace capitalist globalization, for example producer-consumer co-operatives 
and the potential of the Transition movement (zero carbon economy and society) to raise consciousness about 
alternatives. Also discussed were issues that have been raised by the Occupy movements across the world.  

My final talk in Pittsburgh took place as part of an Occupy Pittsburgh event in a series of ‘Occupy Your Mind’ dis-
cussion evenings. This was on ‘The Environment and Corporate Power’ and I spoke about the corporate capture 
of sustainable development and the role of the transnational capitalist class in achieving this. My talk was fol-
lowed by an inspiring account of the anti-fracking movement in Pennsylvania by Dana Dolney, a leading local 
activist. Dana explained in detail how the corporations extracting natural gas by the dangerous and polluting 

fracking method, with the active support of politicians, lawmakers and professionals 
at various levels and the media, all conspired to conceal the potentially lethal conse-
quences of these activities. This provided a chilling and instructive case study of the 
transnational capitalist class in action, locally. In New York I spent time around the 
Ground Zero site, taking in the commercialization of the catastrophe in general. The 
new transportation hub designed by Santiago Calatrava and designated ‘iconic’ in the 

public notices, is beginning to bring a sense of urban redevelopment to the site. I went on to give a talk on ‘Iconic 
architecture and the Culture-Ideology of Consumerism’ at the Graduate Center of CUNY (City University of New 
York) to a very cosmopolitan group of graduate students and others. This was an argument that resonated in the 
heart of Manhattan, with plenty of supporting examples from around the world. Lastly, I made some minimal 
contact with the Occupy Wall Street Movement at their table in Union Square, and observed relations between 
the 99 percent and the other 1 percent.  Not surprisingly, I see globalization in its many and varied forms almost 
everywhere I go. 

- Leslie Sklair 

The 2012 GSA conference—Globalizing Cultures and Identities: 

Sport, Lifestyle, Heritage—will be host to several themed panels, 

including: 

- Cricket and Globalization—featuring Dominic Malcolm, Amit 

Gupta, Habib Khondker, Chris Rumford, Russell Holden, and Tom 

Fletcher 

and 

- Cosmopolitanism—featuring Maria Rovisco, Nick Stevenson, 

Myria Georgiou, Chris Rumford, and Mark Pope 
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Professor Leslie Sklair recently returned from the US where he visited Pittsburgh and New York 

in order to learn more about the Occupy Pittsburgh movement and visit iconic sites for an up-

coming publication. He gave several talks along the way. 

Additional themed panels are being prepared and we 

would like to take the opportunity to highlight panels 

convened by Mark Pope 

- Olympic Ideals: what value(s) for Olympism in the 

21st Century  

and Didem Buhari-Gulmez 

- Europe in the World 

Pages 3-4 focus exclusively on each panel.  
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The panel seeks to consider the sociological impact of the modern 

Olympic Games. While the Olympic Charter states that 'The goal of 
Olympism is to place sport at the service of the harmonious devel-
opment of humankind', this panel asks whether such Olympic val-
ues are still relevant in this period of late modernity? The panel will 
question whether the discourse surrounding the Olympics rejuve-
nates ideas surrounding cosmopolitanism, nationalism or even 
commercialism.  Papers on this panel give particular consideration 
to representations, focusing on Olympics related rights campaigns, 
the regeneration of Beijing and also the significance of perfor-
mance at the Games.  

Meet Panel Member—

 Jill Timms 

 

What is your contribution 
to the panel?  

I will be looking at how 
the Games are used as a 
platform for protest, such 
as by the PlayFair 2012 
campaign to improve working conditions for those 
making Olympic merchandise.  

What motivated you to attend the GSA conference? 

I have found the GSA to be a particularly good forum 
for feedback, and because it involves participants 
from diverse backgrounds it is a good opportunity to 
make connections between our work. 

What are your research interests?  

My thesis focuses on the mobilisation of corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) discourse in campaigns for 
workers’ rights. In addition to CSR, my research re-
lates to ethical consumerism, transnational produc-
tion networks, labour movements and globalisation, 
and social forums. 

Which thinkers have most inspired you?  

 There are too many to mention! However, the work 
of Leslie Sklair has been a consistent theme and at 
this moment I am interested in the work of Jules 
Boykoff on the anti-Olympics and Stephanie Barrien-
tos on global production networks. 

I wanted to convene a panel that interrogates the relevance of the 

Olympic ideal in the 21st century. So I was really pleased to gather such 
a group of scholars together.  It will be great to have the opportunity to 
discuss representations of the Olympics and Olympism and its rele-
vance to sociology, not just regarding the London2012 Games but also 
through comparisons from Beijing and beyond.  
 
The conference theme “Globalizing cultures and identities: Sport, life-
style, heritage” is a great opportunity to concentrate on some very 
significant aspects of political discourse. My own research is on cosmo-
politanism and how cosmopolitan discourses are formed in the news 
media through their intertextual relations with other fields. While my 
thesis focuses on human rights, the Olympics and Olympism also pro-
vide an opportunity for such thinking. These interests inspired me to 
promote a panel on the relevance of ‘Olympic values’- concepts which 
are arguably incongruous to the 21st century. 
 
I have been inspired by thinkers who recognise post-universal forms of 
cosmopolitanism, including Kate Nash and Ulrich Beck’s writing on cos-
mopolitan nationalism.  Recently, as my interest in the Olympics has 
developed, Alan Tomlinson’s work on representing the Olympics has 
been increasingly influential. 
 
- Mark 

Mark Pope (PhD Candidate, 

Royal Holloway) is the panel 

convenor 

Note From the Panel Convenor 
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‘Europe in the World’, convened by Didem Buhari-Gulmez, seeks to 
contribute to the literature on Europe through an innovative macro 
approach. While many scholars of Europe tend to highlight the Euro-
pean agency, by taking the global more seriously, this panel provides 
a ‘bigger picture’: it shows how European agency is shaped by global 
transformations. It covers a wide range of key issues and areas, in-
cluding agriculture, foreign aid, and European crises. Helen 
McBride’s paper explains the processes through which the European 
Union’s financial assistance towards the establishment of peace in 
Northern Ireland between 1968-1998 has had unintended conse-
quences for female workers. Drawing upon new institutionalism in 
sociology, Ulrike Zschache reviews European, mainly Spanish and 
German mass media, to investigate the influence of the global on the 
reform of Common Agricultural Policy. Finally, Roland Robertson’s 
paper ‘Europe in Chaotic Decline’ will globally contextualize Europe-
an crises. Overall, this panel welcomes all who are interested in inno-
vative approaches and discussions that identify a ‘missing link’ be-
tween the local, the regional/European, and the global.  

Join us on Facebook  Follow us on Twitter 

  http://tiny.cc/o7v4aw   @GlobalStudiesAs 

Membership information can be found at:  

http://www.globalstudiesassociation.org/join-the-gsa/ 

Support the GSA 

The Global Studies Association now has a presence 

on social media in order to disseminate information 

on upcoming and special events, new publications, 

GSA activities and various issues of interest to the 

GSA and its members. 

Meet Panel Member–  
    Ulrike Zschache  

What are your research interests? 

My research interests include pro-
cesses of Europeanisation in a 
global context, the diffusion of 
international and European ideas 
and values and public discourses 
on policy-related issues.  

What is your contribution to the panel?  

First, it will shed light on the embeddedness of Euro-
pean policy ideas within global discourses by drawing 
on the example of the Common Agricultural Policy. 
Second, it presents new empirical results that show 
the extent to which and how the global embeddedness 
of EU policy-making is reflected in national media dis-
courses.  

Which thinkers have most inspired you? 

New institutionalism in sociology and thinkers such as 
John Meyer, Paul DiMaggio, Walter Powell or Richard 
Scott are an important source of inspiration for my 
work. Furthermore, the concept of institutional entre-
preneurship and related scholars such as Neil Fligstein 
play a crucial role.  

What motivated you to attend the GSA conference? 

The GSA conference is a great opportunity to learn 
more about and discuss various theoretical approach-
es and empirical results regarding the globalisation of 
culture and society. 

Meet Panel Member— 
Valentina Kostadinova 

 
What are your research interests?  
 
My research interests include the re/configuration of 
borders of/in the EU; EU relations with the Arab Gulf; 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC); 
the promotion of regionalism; European Neighbour-
hood Policy; and the free movement of people. 
 
What is your contribution to the panel? 
 
I argue that the underlying logic of the EU’s external relations have not 
been conducive to the development of a closer relationship with Saudi 
Arabia. Building on this, I also consider a possible alternative to the current 
EU approach and the desirability of closer engagement with Saudi Arabia.    
 
Which thinkers have most inspired you? 
 
My work has been inspired by social constructivist and post-structuralist 
scholars, such as Michel Foucault, Lene Hansen, and Alexander Wendt. I 
have also drawn inspiration from academics working on EU foreign policy 
in the Mediterranean, such as Michelle Pace or Richard Whitman. 
(cont’d right) 

What motivated you to attend the GSA conference? 
 
I found common-ground with the panel in its aim to 
problematize the inter-relationship between the pan-
European ideological position that perceives  
the EU as a peaceful transformative power and the 
rationalist view that takes EU conditionality as the 
source of EU authority in the world. 

Valentina Kostadinova will be presenting on a comple-

mentary panel titled ‘Europe and the World’ also con-

vened by Didem Buhari-Gulmez. 



 

 

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to address the vast social, political and 

economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collabo-

rate and explore shared responses to such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidiscipli-

narity and to the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering its members invaluable contacts and con-

nections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not easily accommodated in single disciplinary associ-

ations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global 

life can find an intellectual home by working with others in the GSA.  

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, academic journal that invites contribu-

tors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. The journal seeks to bring cutting edge theoretical and critical reflection 

to bear on dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of globalisation.  

 

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Anthony Cooper, Pepijn van Houwelingen, (all Royal Holloway), Amin Samman 

(Birmingham)  

www.globalstudiesassociation.org  

Chair: Chris Rumford  

Centre for Global and Transnational Politics  

Department of Politics and IR  

Royal Holloway  

University of London  

Egham  

Surrey TW20 0EX  

Phone: 01784 414133  

E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk  

multidisciplinary 

social science
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Issue 5 deals with the interrelated themes of finance, imperialism, and re-

sistance. It includes a special forum on '#occupy IR and IPE', which brings togeth-

er a range of reflections on what the occupy movement might mean for each of 

these two fields. 

Click on the image to access the journal 

and read the new issue. 

The fifth issue of the journal includes a symposium on the global occupy movement 

featuring contributions from critical scholars from around the world including:  

Patrick Thaddeus Jackson—Three Thoughts About What ‘occupyirtheory’ Might 

Mean 

Elizabeth Cobbett and Randall Germain—’Occupy Wall Street’ and IPE: Insights and 

Implications 

Michael J. Shapiro—Street Politics 

Nicholas J. Kiersey—Occupy Wall Street as Immanent Critique: Why IR Theory Needs 

a ‘Mic Check!’ 

Ivan Manokha and Mona Chalabi—#OccupyIR: Exposing the Orthodoxy 

AND MANY MORE      (Click on titles for link) 

http://criticalglobalisation.com 

Newsletter edited by: 

Alistair Brisbourne 

http://criticalglobalisation.com/current.html
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/107_109_THREE_THOUGHTS_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/107_109_THREE_THOUGHTS_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/110_113_OWS_AND_IPE_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/110_113_OWS_AND_IPE_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/127_128_STREET_POLITICS_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/157_160_IMMANENT_CRITIQUE_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/157_160_IMMANENT_CRITIQUE_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/issue5/153_156_EXPOSING_ORTHODOXY_JCGS5.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/current.html
http://criticalglobalisation.com/

