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Call for Papers extended to May 31st
The Cosmopolitan Ideal: Challenges and Opportunities

10th-12th July
University of Roehampton

Keynote Speakers: Gerard Delanty and Kate Nash
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Full registration £175 (includes accommodation, lunch and other 
refreshments, and conference fee).  Discounted student registration £150. 
Conference dinner £40 extra for all delegates. Registration includes automatic 
GSA membership.  

Click on the link provided above to register for the conference.

GSA 2013 Conference Registration Webpage

Cosmopolitanism, one strand of Enlightenment thinking, has re-emerged in recent 
years after being eclipsed by more than a century by nationalist thought. Whereas 
previously cosmopolitanism was associated with (abstract) ideas of world 
citizenship and universal brotherhood, more recent constructions emphasize the 
multiplicity of identities, belongings, and memberships that are possible across a 
plurality of communities. In addition to rejection of a narrow nationalistic outlook 
cosmopolitanism can claim a new political content: the idea of world citizenship 
has been given substance through notions of environmental responsibility, the 
universality of human and personhood rights, and the drive for worldwide human 
development. For these and many other reasons cosmopolitanism provides an 
important perspective on processes of globalization and the interconnectedness 
of the world.

Themes of relevance to the conference include: 
• Cosmopolitanism and identity
• Cosmopolitics
• Cosmopolitan ethics
• Critical cosmopolitanism
• Cosmopolitan citizenship
• Mediated cosmopolitanism
• Cosmopolitan encounters
• Globalization and cosmopolitanism
 
Proposals for papers should take the form of a 300 word abstract and may be 
submitted on any aspect of the conference theme. 

Please send to conference organizer Darren O’Byrne 
at D.OByrne@roehampton.ac.uk

Click Here to 
Register
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Re-Living the Global City Workshop
Organized by the Global Studies Association

The workshop, which took place Wednesday April 10th at University of Roehampton brought 
together the original contributors of the book Living the Global City for the first time since the book’s 
publication in 1997. Thanks to all of the participants it was an excellent event that produced detailed 
discussion on the book and its legacy. Many significant themes emerged during the day including 
the legacy of Thatcherism in London, the transformation of sociological concepts and the process of 

publishing. 

The first panel, chaired by Chris Rumford (Royal Holloway, 
University of London), discussed the impact and legacy of Living the 
Global City. Panelists also took the opportunity to discuss the 
personal inspiration provided by the book. Barrie Axford (Oxford 
Brookes University) began by discussing the success of the book 
and its approach in contributing a theoretically informed 
understanding of the global city. However Prof. Axford also noted the 
limited impact of the book despite its achievement. Ranji Devadason 
(Bath Spa University) explained the inspiration of the book for her 
own work as part of an EU-funded project on diasporic communities 

and multicultural democracy. Next, David Inglis (University of Exeter) identified the subtext of 
Thatcherism throughout the chapters and three different images of London that can be found in the 
text: cosmopolitan London, fractured London and city-state London. Paul James (Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology) acted as discussant for the panel.

Paul Kennedy (Manchester Metropolitan University) gave a personal view of the book which 
concurred with Barrie Axford’s conclusion that the book is rare in its effective marrying of theoretical 
and empirical sections. However he also warned against extrapolating too much from the unique 
character of London and other major cities to smaller cities which may be global to a lesser degree. 
Maria Rovisco (York St. John University) also discussed the impact of the book on her own work 
drawing on Nancy Fraser and Manuel Castels. Dr. Rovisco argued that the book compellingly 
theorizes the transformation of key sociological concepts, like community, which is too often used 
without nuance. She went on to discuss the concept of solidarity and the way in which unmediated 

practices are often missing in work on transnational public spheres. 

The second panel gave original contributors the opportunity to 
discuss their experiences while working together and their work 
since publication. Jörg Dürrschmidt (Technische Universität 
Darmstadt) explored the idea of ‘re-living the global city’ as a focus 
on what continues to move and the constant comings and goings of 
global cities. With this he suggested a need to understand the 
process of re-embedding – homemaking after leaving the global city. 
Darren O’Byrne (University of Roehampton) argued for a more 
systematic analysis of the spatial aspects of the global city, which 

should also account for the fact that cities are not the only location where global 
processes occur. Adding to this, he expressed a personal desire to look at globality 
as a form of cultural capital. Neil Washbourne (Leeds Metropolitan University) 
focused on the significance of media as an underdeveloped element within the 
book. In most chapters the question of media is only dealt with implicitly and as a 
result an opportunity may have been missed to explore the relationship between 
media, globality and the city. 

Martin Albrow (University of Bonn) and John Eade (Editor of Living the Global City, 
University of Roehampton) concluded the discussion with some of their personal 
thoughts about the way in which the book came together and the exceptional 
circumstances of having such complementary scholars working together. 
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New Editors - Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies

(From JCGS Website)

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is very proud to announce the addition of two new 
members to its core editorial team: Dr. Angus Cameron and Dr. Chris Clarke.

Angus and Chris are both experienced researchers committed to interdisciplinary scholarship within 
the social sciences and to the value of real open-access publication as practiced by theJCGS. Their 
research specialisms within critical management studies and international political economy, 
respectively, mean that they are well positioned to help drive the journal through its second 
development phase involving a refocus on the cluster of disciplines – international political economy, 
critical management studies, organizational studies, and heterodox economics, amongst others – in 
which the journal wishes to position itself as a leading publication outlet for interdisciplinary dialogue.

As part of this refocusing exercise, both new editors will be assuming the role of editor-in-chief for 
special issues (issue 8 and 9) over the next 12 to 18 months. We will be announcing the Call for 
Papers for these issues shortly.

Read more about the new editors

Upcoming interview with Professor Chris Rumford on The 
Globalization of Strangeness

The Global Studies Association is committed to promoting the work 
of academics who engage with global issues. To further this 
commitment we will be publishing an ongoing series of interviews 
with key academics who contribute to the development of global 
studies and/or have influenced ideas in the field.

Next up in the GSA interview series will be a discussion with 
Professor Chris Rumford on his recently published book The 
Globalization of Strangeness, which reconsiders sociological 
literature on ‘the stranger’ in the context of globalization. The book 
suggests the need to understand the general condition of 
strangeness in contemporary society and puts forth the new figure 
of the ‘cosmopolitan stranger’. 

Go to the GSA Interview Page to keep up-to-date and to read past 
interviews with Robin Cohen and Darren O’Byrne. 

http://criticalglobalisation.com/new_editors_2013.html
http://criticalglobalisation.com/new_editors_2013.html
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/interview-with-emeritus-professor-robin-cohen-on-global-sociology/
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/interview-with-emeritus-professor-robin-cohen-on-global-sociology/
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/darren-obyrne/
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/darren-obyrne/


http://criticalglobalisation.com

multidisciplinary social science

Chair: Chris Rumford
Centre for Global and Transnational Politics 
Department of Politics and IR
Royal Holloway, University of London
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX
Phone: 01784 414133
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to 
address the vast social, political and economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon 
the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collaborate and explore shared responses to 
such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity and to 
the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering its members invaluable 
contacts and connections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not 
easily accommodated in single disciplinary associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus 
individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 
intellectual home by working with others in the GSA.

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, academic journal that 
invites contributors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. The journal seeks to bring cutting edge 
theoretical and critical reflection to bear on dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of 
globalisation.

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Amin Samman, Angus Cameron and Chris Clarke

www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com Newsletter edited by: Alistair Brisbourne
4

New book series: Routledge Studies in Global and 
Transnational Politics

The series aims to promote greater theoretical innovation and inter-disciplinarity in the academic study of 
global transformations. The understanding of globalization that it employs accords centrality to forms and 
processes of political, social, cultural and economic connectivity (and disconnectivity) and relations 
between the global and the local. The series’ editors see the multi-disciplinary exploration of ‘global 
connectivities’ as contributing, not only to an understanding of the nature and direction of current global 
and transnational transformations, but also to recasting the intellectual agenda of the social sciences.

The series will comprise research monographs, edited collections, and advanced textbooks for scholars, 
researchers, policy analysts, and students.

   Series Editors: Sandra Halperin and Chris Rumford at the Centre for Global 
and Transnational Politics at Royal Holloway, University of London 
(Expressions of interest please to chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk)

http://criticalglobalisation.com
http://criticalglobalisation.com
http://www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.org
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