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2014 GSA Annual Conference 
‘Cultural Encounters and Global Connectivity’ 
Thursday 26th - Saturday 28th June 2014

The GSA 2014 schedule is currently being finalised and we have some exciting 
panels planned. A final schedule will be posted on the GSA website in due 
course. !
The registration page is live and can be accessed through the link provided 
below.  

Register for the conference !
Information on accommodation and travel can be found on the GSA Conference 
webpage. !

GSA Conference Page

http://store.yorksj.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=7&catid=6&prodid=190
http://store.yorksj.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=7&catid=6&prodid=190
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/annual-conference-2013/
http://store.yorksj.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=7&catid=6&prodid=190
http://store.yorksj.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=7&catid=6&prodid=190
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/annual-conference-2013/
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!
The ‘Global Things’ Project held its first 
workshop on April 10th at Royal Holloway, 
Bedford Square, London.  !
The workshop was opened by Chris 
Rumford (Royal Holloway) with a short 
welcome and introduction. This was 
followed immediately by the first keynote 
presentation by Sophie Woodward 
(Manchester) during which she discussed 
her experience establishing the Global 
Denim Project with co-founder Daniel Miller 
(UCL). Dr. Woodward went on to highlight 
three projects established under the Global 
Denim theme that generated very different 
insights into the significance of denim in 
particular locales and how global 
connections and images are locally 

appropriated. The presentation generated many questions from the audience around the 
contradictory ways in which denim is understood and used, its historical progression and the 
practices associated with denim production and exchange. !
Following lunch, the workshop’s first panel explored historical things, colonialism, art and 
artefacts and modern day commercial appropriation. Alexandra Gaba van Dongen 
(Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen) presented on the use of artefacts in art by 
looking at the painting ‘The Three Marys at the Tomb’ by Jan van Eyck which displays 
a blue and white apothecary jar of a type that was not produced in Europe at the time 
of the painting’s creation. In exploring the provenance of the object the presentation 
raised questions of personal journey and the complicity of things in this journey as 
well as the relationship between artist and material context. The second presentation 
by Marten Snickare (Stockholm University) offered a fascinating view of 
a tomahawk whose origins in North America reveal links to Swedish colonial and 
cultural practices. Dr. Snickare demonstrated how the tomahawk, which initially 
appeared to be a cultural artefact of the Native American tribe from which it 

‘Global Things’ Workshop Report

Meet the Author Session with Victor Roudometof

We are delighted to announce an exciting Meet the Author 
session with Associate Professor Victor Roudometof on his 
recent publication Globalization and Orthodox Christianity: 
The transformations of a Religious Tradition.  

The session will act as an opportunity for the author to 
respond to critics including Rodanthi Tzanelli (University of 
Leeds), Roland Robertson (Pittsburgh and University of 
Aberdeen), and Robert Holton (Trinity College Dublin) 

The session will take place Friday 27th June at GSA 2014. 

Associate Professor 
Victor Roudometof
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originated, upon investigation reveals in its materiality the effects of 
cultural exchange. The presentation raised the question of how 
individual objects move between cultures and how even seemingly 
unidirectional relations, like colonialism, often entail important 
instances of hybridity. The third panel presentation by Alison Hulme 
(Goldsmiths) illustrated the connection between the historical 
development of localised production to modern consumerist 
practices through research on the transformation of the production 
and consumption of chinoiserie. Dr. Hulme’s research highlighted an 
ongoing relationship and tension between global connections and 
local and national cultures and political identities by looking at the 
different treatments of the local production of chinoiserie by 
subsequent Chinese leaders and the desires and expectations of 

Victorian to modern day consumers.  !
The second keynote presentation was given by Rupa Huq (Kingston). 
She explored the ongoing transformation  of the suburbs (mainly in 
the UK and North America) and their representation in popular 
culture. Huq challenges the dominant idea of the suburbs as 
'comfortable concentration camps' and/or 'places where nothing 
happens' seeing them not as peripheral to political life but of central 
importance for understanding a range of issues including the riots of 
2011, the politics of ethnicity, and contemporary party politics. !
The concluding panel explored the relationship between things, 
design and production, migration and political control, and 
technological innovation. Gillian Whitlock (Queensland) began by 
presenting initial work looking at an archive of materials from the Australian detention centre on 
Nauru island. Dr. Whitlock focused on things produced by detained migrants and the ways in 
which these objects are employed to counter the dehumanising effects of migration control 
policies. Karen Shah (Huddersfield) gave a more tactile presentation on her project in which 
design is linked to questions of sustainability and cross-cultural exchange. Dr. Shah presented 
two objects designed and developed by herself. The first, a jacket and waistcoat, was created 
with discarded denim in a process of renewal intended to exemplify the continual change of 
lifestyles and the links across these changing notions. The second object was used to explore 
the use of cultural symbolism in production practices and cross-cultural interactions in fashion 
objects. Elizabeth Cobbett (East Anglia) gave the final presentation of the day drawing on Actor 
Network Theory which raised intriguing questions about the disappearance of material objects. 
Dr. Cobbett’s presentation linked the growth of digital payment systems across the world and 
proposals by financial giants, like Mastercard, to create cashless societies. The presentation 
demonstrated how the changing materialisation of money alters everyday experience and 
lifestyles and how the human element is being replaced by an electronic network.  !
The workshop proved to be a remarkable success and brought together a diverse array of 
different topics and approaches to the study of things. Each presentation raised unique 
questions about the relationship between globalisation and materiality and how ‘things’ are 
constituted by a variety of complex practices: economic, political and cultural. Overall, it was an 
extremely productive experience thanks to all of the excellent presenters and an engaged 
audience. The discussion raised many important issues that will be central to 
understanding how ‘things’ are linked to global processes. We look forward to 
developing these ideas further over the course of the project.  !
Information about The Global Things Project can be found via the website 
(click on the title to access).  

https://globalthingsproject.squarespace.com/
https://globalthingsproject.squarespace.com/
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Milan is hosting (3-7 November 2014) the 2014 International Metropolis Conference on Migration 
(see: www.metropolis2014.eu). The international Metropolis project is a forum that connects good 
practices, policies and research on migrations. Metropolis aims to deepen the analysis of social 
phenomena entailed by migrations, to encourage research on immigration policies and to facilitate the 
use of investigations' results by Governments and non-profit organisations. With its 18 years 
background, the project grows wider every year and currently includes various international 
organisations, many institutions and non-governmental organisations from North-America, Europe 
and from a great part of the Asian region facing the Pacific. Metropolis is particularly well-known for its 
annual international conference that constitutes one of the main important moments of exchange 
between experts and professionals. !
Dr. Marco Caselli will be organising a workshop on "Globalization and Transnational Migrations” to 
take place during the Conference. Expressions of interest from academics, policy makers, NGO 
members etc. should be sent to Dr. Caselli (marco.caselli@unicatt.it). Please include your name, 
contact details, affiliation, title and a short abstract of the intended paper (max 1.000 characters 
spaces excluded). Deadline is 28th May. !
For information about this conference (including fees) see www.metropolis2014.eu 

MDPI announces a new e-book series on “Global and Transnational 
Studies” (http://books.mdpi.com/) which intends to publish academic 
works (edited volumes and short or full-length monographs) that 
cover developments in Global and Transnational Studies. The goal is 

to offer a publication outlet that can accommodate the growing interest of the scholarly community in 
the study of globalization, global-local relationships, cosmopolitanism and transnational connections. 
The ability to transcend a regional focus and incorporate a global dimension into the analysis is a 
major desideratum. Submissions that offer the opportunity to place local developments in a broader 
global context and those that use a global frame of reference to analyze local developments are also 
welcome. In an era of increased costs and decreased resources, this series intends to offer an 
efficient means for the circulation of new research results and fresh perspectives in this field. The 
series can accommodate both selections of papers presented in annual meetings or specialized 
conferences as well as submissions for monographs. MDPI (Multidisciplinary Publishing Institute), a 
company formed in Basel, Switzerland, in 1996, offers scholars a typically Swiss publishing 
experience, which includes a fast but precise editorial and publication procedure, as well as thorough 
peer-review for all published items. The MDPI Books project encompasses all the benefits of open 
access: high availability and visibility, as well as wide and fast dissemination. With annual research 
output increasing exponentially, libraries face immense challenges with regard to their budget and 
space capacities. In comparison with traditional book printing, open access publications save costs, 
space and time and promote the exchange of ideas and knowledge in a globalized world.  !
The Series Editor Victor Roudometof (University of Cyprus, for queries e-mail:  roudomet@ucy.ac.cy) 
is particularly interested in the publication of papers presented at the GSA annual meetings. Those 
members who have a specific idea for an e-volume based on material presented at the GSA meetings 
are invited to submit their proposal for consideration in the series. !

MDPI publishing GSA papers

http://books.mdpi.com/
mailto:roudomet@ucy.ac.cy
http://www.metropolis2014.eu/
mailto:marco.caselli@unicatt.it
http://www.metropolis2014.eu/
http://books.mdpi.com/
mailto:roudomet@ucy.ac.cy
http://www.metropolis2014.eu/
mailto:marco.caselli@unicatt.it
http://www.metropolis2014.eu/


http://criticalglobalisation.com

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, 
academic journal that invites contributors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. 
The journal seeks to bring cutting edge theoretical and critical reflection to bear on 
dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of globalisation. 

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Amin Samman, Angus Cameron and Chris Clarke

2014 will see the publication of issues 7 & 8 of the Journal of Critical Globalisation 
Studies. With 'Modelling Worlds: The Politics of Simulation' we aim to be the first 
interdisciplinary journal to examine politically the repercussions of models and computer 
simulations.

multidisciplinary social science

Chair: Chris Rumford 
Centre for Global and Transnational Politics 
Department of Politics and IR 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX 
Phone: 01784 414133 
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to 
address the vast social, political and economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon 
the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collaborate and explore shared responses to 
such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity and to 
the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering its members invaluable 
contacts and connections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not 
easily accommodated in single disciplinary associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus 
individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 
intellectual home by working with others in the GSA. 

www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com Newsletter edited by: Alistair Brisbourne 
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