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The Cosmopolitan Ideal: Challenges and Opportunities
Roehampton University 10th – 12th July 2013

Confirmed keynote speakers: Gerard Delanty (University of Sussex), Kate Nash 
(Goldsmith’s College, University of London)

Call for papers:

The conference aims to critically interrogate the idea of cosmopolitanism. 
Whereas previously cosmopolitanism was associated with (abstract) ideas of 
world citizenship and universal brotherhood, more recent constructions emphasize 
the multiplicity of identities, belongings, and memberships that are possible across 
a plurality of communities. In addition to a rejection of a narrow nationalistic 
outlook cosmopolitanism can claim a new political content: the idea of world 
citizenship has been given substance through notions of environmental 
responsibility, the universality of human and personhood rights, and the drive for 
worldwide human development. For these and many other reasons 
cosmopolitanism provides an important perspective on processes of globalization 
and the interconnectedness of the world.

The conference organizers invite proposals for papers which address themes of 
relevance to the conference, including: 

• The politics of cosmopolitanism
• Cosmopolitanism, global civil society and human rights
• Cosmopolitanism and identity
• The cosmopolitan city
• Cosmopolitan business practices and cross-cultural management
• Critical cosmopolitanism
• Cosmopolitan theory in global studies 
• Cosmopolitanism and the media

Proposals for papers should take the form of a 300 word 
abstract and may be submitted on any aspect of the 
conference theme. The organisers will allocate papers to 
an appropriate panel. The deadline for submission of 
abstracts is April 30 2013. Please send to conference 
organiser Darren O’Byrne at 
D.OByrne@roehampton.ac.uk
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Third edition of Global Sociology 
published  

From religion to recession and social media to 
corporate power, this third edition continues to be 
the authority on global issues in contemporary 
society. Including extra online resources at 
www.palgrave.com/sociology/cohen3e, and 
combining updated discussion of global 
challenges with clear writing and an emphasis on 
critical thinking, Global Sociology will inspire 
today's students of global society across 
disciplines (from the back cover).

‘We saw our project as generating a multi-scalar and more complex 
sociology – covering local, national, regional and global levels. For us 
‘national sociologies’ exemplified by such expressions as ‘British society’ 
or ‘French social history’ missed the lattice-work of relationships and 
connections that subvert and surmount the various levels of analysis.’

- Robin Cohen, Emeritus Professor and Former Director of the 
International Migration Institute, University of Oxford

 GSA conducted an interview with Professor Cohen on the new publication. The 
interview can be viewed in the ‘interviews’ section of our webpage: 

http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/interviews/

This is the first in a new GSA interview series that will talk to academics who are 
working to progress or who have influenced the study of global issues. 

Conference registration:
Costs: Full registration £175 (includes accommodation, lunch and other refreshments, and 
conference fee).  Discounted student registration £150. Conference dinner £40 extra for all 
delegates. Registration includes automatic GSA membership.  A conference webpage will go 
live shortly giving details of how to register. For updates and news visit the GSA webpage 
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/ 

GSA 2013 Conference Registration
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New book series: Routledge Studies in Global and 
Transnational Politics

 
The series' editors (Sandra Halperin, Luis Lobo-Guerrero and 
Chris Rumford at the Centre for Global and Transnational 
Politics at Royal Holloway, University of London) are keen to 
receive expressions of interest from authors of potential 
books for the series which will publish its first titles in 2013. 

The core theme of the series is ‘global connectivities’ and the implications and outcomes of global 
and transnational processes in history and in the contemporary world.  The series aims to promote 
greater theoretical innovation and inter-disciplinarity in the academic study of global 
transformations. The understanding of globalization that it employs accords centrality to forms and 
processes of political, social, cultural and economic connectivity (and disconnectivity) and 
relations between the global and the local. The series’ editors see the multi-disciplinary exploration 
of ‘global connectivities’ as contributing, not only to an understanding of the nature and direction of  
current global and transnational transformations, but also to recasting the intellectual agenda of 
the social sciences.

The series aims to publish high quality work by leading and emerging scholars critically engaging 
with key issues in the study of global and transnational politics. The series will comprise research 
monographs, edited collections, and advanced textbooks for scholars, researchers, policy 
analysts, and students.

Expressions of interest please to chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

Global Capitalism in Asia and Oceania
28-29th June, 2013

Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia
Network for the Critical Study of Global Capitalism

Outside of Asia, much is made of ‘the Asian Century’, the ‘rise of Asia’, the economic potential of 
Asian markets, regional trade agreements with Asia, and building ‘Asia-relevant’ capabilities to 
support all these. Such instrumental views are shaping the ideological landscape of many parts of 
the ‘West’. For those from within and outside Asia who are interested in critical studies of global 
capitalism other topics are much more pressing. These include the different models and 
manifestations of global capitalism that are being adopted across Asia, as well as the links 
between such models and ongoing political developments in the region.  Questions arise about 
the implications of newly energized “Asian capitalism” for current economic and social 
relationships— about current forms of economic division and exploitation, increasing social 
polarization and state based authoritarianism. Related questions also come up about oppositional 
activist practices that are arising and contemporary modes of policing such dissent. The purpose 
of this conference is to focus critical studies of global capitalism on Asia, Australia, and the 
Oceania region, to provide opportunities for interested scholars and activists to explore related 
issues. 
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http://criticalglobalisation.com

Click on the image to access 
the journal and read past 

issues

multidisciplinary social science

Chair: Chris Rumford
Centre for Global and Transnational Politics 
Department of Politics and IR
Royal Holloway, University of London
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX
Phone: 01784 414133
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to 
address the vast social, political and economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon 
the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collaborate and explore shared responses to 
such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity and to 
the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering its members invaluable 
contacts and connections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not 
easily accommodated in single disciplinary associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus 
individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 
intellectual home by working with others in the GSA.

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, academic journal that 
invites contributors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. The journal seeks to bring cutting edge 
theoretical and critical reflection to bear on dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of 
globalisation.

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Anthony Cooper, Pepijn van Houwelingen, (all Royal Holloway), Amin 
Samman (Birmingham)

Work is currently underway on Issue #6 of JCGS

Democracy and law are central themes of global studies. Nowadays 
international politics seems to be interceded via a multitude of legal 
practices and processes, consequently bringing the role of, and need for, 
international law into sharp relief. Yet particularly since the emergence of 
the ‘war on terror’ many have questioned the efficacy of international law. 
No longer framed in terms of a Westphalian ‘law of nations’, international 
law is undergoing a series of fundamental challenges that are 
increasingly calling into question its status, effectiveness and application. 
Extraordinary rendition, the widespread use of torture and the politics of 
exception in general highlight both its ineffectiveness and flexibility in 
equal measure. Consequently, some champion the strengthening of 
current state-centric institutions and regimes to protect human rights, 
while others argue that breaking existing regulations can be justified. 
Others still argue for radically different (bottom-up) approaches to 
international law and democracy, taking into account not only relations 
between states but also relations between individuals.

www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com Newsletter edited by: Alistair Brisbourne
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