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2014 GSA Annual Conference 
‘Cultural Encounters and 

Global Connectivity’ 
Thursday 26th - Saturday 28th June 

Call for Papers: Cultural encounters – both as cultural phenomena and a concept - 
gain momentum across the social sciences and humanities within an inter-
disciplinary dialogue that calls for new analytical tools to explain conditions of 
global connectivity.  While there is already a well-established literature on the ways 
in which cultural encounters translate experiences of identity and difference in an 
interconnected and postcolonial  world, new approaches to cultural encounters in 
relation to issues of power, global inequalities, cosmopolitanism, digital 
communication, and borders (cultural and political) foreground new questions and 
controversies  in play within and across disciplinary divisions.  The 2014 GSA 
Annual Conference is particularly interested in generating lively inter-disciplinary 
discussions while bringing to the fore new theoretical positions and empirical 
analyses of cultural encounters as an analytical lens to explain current and past 
global connections. What kinds of cultural translations between western and non-
western modes of thought are made possible by cultural encounters? What is the 
relation between virtual, imagined and embodied encounters? What new 
encounters and connections are being made and how? How do ‘new digital 
technologies facilitate/ hinder this 'newness’? How adequate and valid are theories 
which conceptualise cultural encounters as a type of connection? How useful is the 
notion of cultural encounter to explain new forms of transnational socio-political 
struggle and political participation?  !
We welcome contributions from members and interested participants working from 
within a variety of disciplines across the social sciences and the humanities, such 
as literary studies, cultural studies, sociology, anthropology, IR, geography, political 
science, and cultural history. 

Proposals for papers should take the form 
of a 300 word abstract. The 
organisers will allocate papers to an 
appropriate panel. The deadline 
for submission of abstracts is  4 April 2014. 
Please send to conference 
organizer Maria Rovisco at 
m.rovisco@googlemail.com !
We welcome proposals for papers in any of the 
following areas: !
• Postcolonial studies 
• Beyond ' World Literature'  
• Food studies 
• Migrant identities and mobilities 
• Cosmopolitan encounters 
• Digital diasporas 
• Encountering 'the other: Travel writing 

• Orientalism and Occidentalism 
• Transnational cinema 
• Behind the scenes at the Museum: 

memorializing encounter, telling of 
• trauma 
• Digital technologies and new forms of 

'encounter' 
• Tourism and heritage studies 
• New pedagogies and the global classroom 
• Language studies and linguistics : World 

English and beyond  
• Translation and cultural encounters 
• Theology and spirituality  
• From Interdisciplinary to interplanetarity: 

beyond the global 
• Encounters and the war on terror 
• Borders, connectivity and transnational politics 
• Borders in translation 
• New protest movements 
• The global city: urban encounters

mailto:m.rovisco@googlemail.com
mailto:m.rovisco@googlemail.com
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The GSA is pleased to announce a Roundtable to mark the publication of Barrie Axford's new book 
'Theories of Globalization' (Polity Press).  !
The event will take place at Oxford Brookes University on Tuesday 18th February 
2014. Panelists will include Darren O'Byrne (Roehampton), David Inglis (Exeter), Anja Jakobi (Royal 
Holloway).  
The panel will assess the likely impact of the book, its contribution to Global Studies, and its 
applicability to different academic disciplines. The author, Barrie Axford, will have an opportunity to 
respond to the points made, before questions are taken from the audience. The event will be chaired 
by Chris Rumford. !
All GSA members are welcome to attend what promises to be a very interesting session. 
Please contact Chris Rumford to book your place: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk  

Theories of Globalization offers 
students and scholars a 
comprehensive and critical introduction 
to the concept of globalization. Barrie 
Axford expertly guides readers through 
the full range of perspectives on the 
topic, from international political 
economy to geography, global 
anthropology to cultural and 
communication studies. In so doing he 
draws out the common threads 
between competing theories, as well 
as pinpointing the problems that 
challenge our understanding of 
globalization. Key terms such as 
'globalism' and 'globality' are carefully 
explained and central themes like 
capitalism, governance, culture and 

In assessing the contribution made 
by globalization theory, Axford's 
account also sheds new light on 
several crucial current issues. These 
range from the changing shape of 
democracy and citizen engagement 
with governance, to issues 
surrounding 'just war' and humane 
intervention, and problems relating to 
empire and post-colonialism. 
This wide-ranging and detailed new 
book will be essential reading for 
students and scholars of international 
politics, sociology and any area 
where the concept of globalization is 
discussed and disputed.

Description	  from	  back	  cover	  
http://www.politybooks.com/

book.asp?ref=9780745634746 

'Theories of Globalization’ Roundtable

2014 GSA Annual Conference Keynote Speakers

The 2014 GSA Annual Conference will include two excellent keynote speakers - Robert J. Holton 
and Nina Glick Schiller (tbc).

Robert J. Holton is Fellow 
Emeritus at Trinity College, 
Dublin. He is author of 
numerous peer-reviewed 
publications and several 
books, including most recently 
Global Finance. 

Nina Glick Schiller is the Director of the 
Cosmopolitan Cultures Institute and 
Professor of Social Anthropology at the 
University of Manchester. She has 
authored many peer-reviewed articles 
and book, including most recently 
Locating Migrations (co-edited with 
Ayse Caglar).
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Networks and Society: CGPES Seminar Series 
Networks and Society: The 3rd seminar in this series organised by The Centre for Global 
Politics,Economy and Society at Oxford Brookes and Brunel University will take place on December 
13th 2013 at Oxford Brookes on the theme of :"Databases and Surveillance: are we all Big Brother 
Now?".  !
There is no charge for this event, but you are encouraged to contact Professor Barrie Axford 
at baxford@brookes.ac.uk to assist with seating arrangements and catering planning.  !
Full details of the event can be found at http://www.brookes.ac.uk/hss-events/databases-and-
surveillance

Art of Betweenness Workshop Report and Conference 2015 !
At the ‘Art of Betweenness’ workshop at Royal Holloway a ‘Music Scholar, Political 
Theorist, Education Professor, two Philosophers, and two Performer-Researchers walked 
into a dome…’ and began to actually talk to each other about being human (Thanks to 
Göze Saner for the joke). One of the points that has been made by many of the 
participants is that most 'interdisciplinary' workshops or seminars actually only use the 
term as 'a way of indicating how a project in itself is difficult to categorise within one 
discipline' and do not in engage in dialogue in a way that overcomes this perceived 
difficulty. At the Art of Betweenness workshop we positioned the ‘project’ as embodied, 
historical, contextualised and accepting in multiple forms of reasoning and articulations 
that dissolved academic boundaries. Thanks to all who attended and participated with 
special thanks to James Shields and Carl Johnson who joined us via Skype from Japan 
and the States. !
We have decided to take the idea further, much further. We are arranging a 3 day 
international conference scheduled for 15th-17th April 2015  in London entitled ‘Seeing it 
whole: A Revolution in the Mind of the Humanities.’ The conference will set aside the 
division of labour between the artist and the lawgiver to explore trans-disciplinary and 
multi-disciplinary approaches that give relevance to the production of knowledge in the 
human sciences. Keynote speakers who have agreed in principle to attend so far are, 
Hamid Dabashi, Paula Moya, Patrick Chabal, Ariella Azoulay, and Lewis Gordon. This will 
be accompanied by an original commissioned concert/performance that will draw on the 
themes of the conference and by an art exhibition entitled, ‘Suffering, Responsibility and 
the Other within.’ A call for papers will be issued during the summer of 2014. Two prizes 
of £1000 and £750 will be awarded to the best post-graduate paper/performance/art that 
in the view of the keynote speakers’ best reflects the values and innovation of the 
conference, concert and art exhibition. We look forward to seeing you there. If you would 
like more information please contact: michael.murphy.2012@live.rhul.ac.uk !
Report by Michael Murphy
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GSA Postgraduate Forum: Inaugural Workshop !
Following an initial meeting at the 2013 annual conference at Roehampton the GSA is pleased to 
announce the first event organized for the PG Forum. !
‘Working with Global Studies: employability in an interdisciplinary field - problems and prospects’ !
The workshop will bring together PhD students and early-career researchers located within the multi-
disciplinary/interdisciplinary field of Global Studies in order to explore the problems and prospects 
associated with working in such a field. The workshop will focus on; developing publications strategies, 
identifying collaborative research opportunities, and negotiating between disciplinarity and inter-
disciplinarity, with a view to enhancing the employability of research-oriented postgraduates in the 
profession. !
The workshop will be held on 1st April 2014 at the Central London site of Royal Holloway (Gower Street, 
WC1). !
A limited number of travel bursaries are available to GSA members who wish to attend.  For further 
details and to book a place at the workshop please contact Anthony 
Cooper, PG Forum Convenor: A.Cooper@rhul.ac.uk 

MDPI have announced a new e-book series on “Global and Transnational 
Studies” (http://books.mdpi.com/) which intends to publish academic works 
(edited volumes and short or full-length monographs) that cover developments 
in Global and Transnational Studies. The goal is to offer a publication outlet that 
can accommodate the growing interest of the scholarly community in the study 
of globalization, global-local relationships, cosmopolitanism, and transnational 
connections. The ability to transcend a regional focus and incorporate a global 

dimension into the analysis is a major desideratum. Submissions that offer the opportunity to place local 
developments in a broader global context and those that use a global frame of reference to analyze local 
developments are also welcome. In an era of increased costs and decreased resources, this series 
intends to offer an efficient means for the circulation of new research results and fresh perspectives in 
this field. The series can accommodate both selections of papers presented in annual meetings or 
specialized conferences as well as submissions for monographs. MDPI (Multidisciplinary Publishing 
Institute), a company formed in Basel, Switzerland, in 1996, offers scholars a typically Swiss publishing 
experience, which includes a fast but precise editorial and publication procedure, as well as thorough 
peer-review for all published items. The MDPI Books project encompasses all the benefits of open 
access: high availability and visibility, as well as wide and fast dissemination.  If you are interested in 
publishing in this series, you are welcome to submit your proposal via our website. For queries, contact 
the Series Editor Victor Roudometof (University of Cyprus) at roudomet@ucy.ac.cy 

New E-Book Series



http://criticalglobalisation.com

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, 
academic journal that invites contributors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. 
The journal seeks to bring cutting edge theoretical and critical reflection to bear on 
dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of globalisation. 

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Amin Samman, Angus Cameron and Chris Clarke

The forthcoming issue of the Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies on Modelling 
Worlds: The Politics of Simulation will be the journal’s most ambitious special issue to 
date. We aim to be the first interdisciplinary journal to examine politically the 
repercussions of models and computer simulations, and will be launching the issue at a 
panel hosted by the JCGS at the International Studies Association annual conference in 
Toronto, 29 March 2014

Chair: Chris Rumford 
Centre for Global and Transnational Politics 
Department of Politics and IR 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX 
Phone: 01784 414133 
E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to 
address the vast social, political and economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon 
the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collaborate and explore shared responses to 
such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity and to 
the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering its members invaluable 
contacts and connections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not 
easily accommodated in single disciplinary associations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus 
individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 
intellectual home by working with others in the GSA. 

www.globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com Newsletter edited by: Alistair Brisbourne 
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