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GSA 2012 was a great success with a wide variety of topics eliciting intense and insightful  

discussions. We would like to thank everyone who was able to contribute and/or attend for  
making this conference so rewarding. Special thanks are extended to Paul Kennedy for all of his 
hard work organizing the conference.  

Post-Conference Wrap-up: 

Keynotes and Meet the Author sessions 

We were very fortunate to have three excellent keynote speakers, all of whom gave  

excellent addresses, and two very engaging book discussions: 

Sharon Macdonald’s (University of Manchester) keynote on Cosmopolitanism and  
transnational heritage asked whether heritage promotes cosmopolitanism. Macdonald’s 
presentation emphasised the importance of reoccurring experiential practice in forming 
ideas of heritage or cosmopolitanism and also of the potential inclusionary and  
exclusionary consequences.  

Richard Giulianotti’s (Loughborough University) address focused on the sociological  
implications of hosting mega-events. His presentation gave an overview of an on-going  
project on the effect of the Olympics on urban regeneration, the local economy and local 
communities. This project will run until early 2013.  

David Inglis (Aberdeen University) gave a provocative talk on the need to rediscover and 
rethink the canonical works of global studies and cosmopolitanism. Inglis implored the  
benefit of turning to little-known works in the jurist tradition and also potentially to Greek 
historiography on which to build future studies. A re-reading of Durkheim on world moral 
culture offered insight into the possibility of rethinking canonical thinkers.  

The Meet the Author sessions produced great debate and raised some very important  
issues. Robert Holton’s (Trinity College, Dublin) discussion of his new book Global Finance 
was timely and enthusiastic. Panel members David Inglis, Anthony Cooper and Victor 
Roudometof initiated the proceedings with their own insights and questions about the 
book. Roland Robertson’s discussion of European Cosmopolitanism in Question, his  
publication with Sophie Krossa, offered a great opportunity to debate the direction of  
cosmopolitanism studies. 

‘Thank You’ 

Provisional arrangements for the 2013 conference are in place. 

The proposed venue is Roehampton University and the dates are 
Wed 10th—Friday 12th July 2013. The conference theme will be 
The Cosmopolitan Ideal: Challenges and Opportunities. There will 
be further details in due course.  

2013 GSA Conference 
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Olympic Ideals: what value(s) for Olympism in the 21st Century ? 

‘I found the 2012 GSA conference regarding 'Globalizing cultures and identities: Sport, life-
style and heritage' very valuable both in terms of overall high-level academic content and 
the diversity of topics covered. I thought the conference organisers did a great job in  
combining opportunity for conversation and discussion with a plethora of interesting papers. 
Personally, I found the panel I was involved in very stimulating. This was convened by Mark 
Pope and entitled 'Olympic Ideals: what value(s) for Olympism in the 21st century?’ Jill 
Timms and Carol Mei Barker were particularly interesting and I would urge anyone to keep 
an eye out for their future publications. As a consequence, I am looking forward to the next 
GSA event immensely.’  - Iain 

The GSA conference 2012 opened with an Olympics themed panel chaired by Dr Beccy Kennedy. Jill Timms (LSE) presented 

first on the Play Fair campaign to ensure Olympics merchandise is produced to international labour standards. Jill analysed 
various outputs from the Play Fair campaign and her paper demanded a reconsideration of the claims that London 2012 has 
delivered the most sustainable and ethical Games ever. Through his consideration of the impact of the Olympics on the  
London Borough of Newham, Iain Lindsey (Brunel) also prompted questions about the social implications of London 2012. 
His research drew on his ethnographic study in Newham and illuminated the differences between the orchestrated images 
of the huge investment made in the Olympic park and the other Newham, a relatively hidden part of Stratford. Carol Mei  
Barker (Bradford) also gave a fascinating insight into a narrative often ignored by main stream Olympic discourse. She  
focused on ‘regeneration’ at the Beijing Olympics and how residents of the hutong community were evicted from their 
homes and relocated to the outskirts. Carol presented clips of the 2006 documentary Meishi Street, filmed by a local small 
business owner in an attempt to reinstate a sense of locality into a part of the city landscape that was being reshaped into a 
globally desirable image.   

Cosmopolitanism 

In the current climate of popular protest, riots and the Occupy movement, Myria Georgiou (LSE) gave a particularly  

pertinent paper on The urban street and spaces of conflict and renewal. Expanding on Saskia Sassen’s ‘politics as presence’ 
this presentation revealed the significance of the media for communication but also as an event in itself helping to make 
new  actors and offer new platforms for agency. Nick Stevenson  (Nottingham) then presented on the Human Rights and the 
Cosmopolitan Imagination. Nick highlighted the critical potential of the concept of human rights. He pointed to its  
popularity amongst students at Nottingham University and also the human rights rhetoric used by families of those given 
disproportionately long sentences for rioting in August 2011. Drawing on Agamben’s concept of ‘bare life’ Nick considered 
the impact of neoliberalism and what it means to be human in the 21st century. Mark Pope’s (Royal Holloway) paper  
looking at cosmopolitanism in the news media suggested there were signs of ‘deformed cosmopolitanism’ and  
cosmopolitan nationalism in representations in the UK news media. Maria Rovisco asked searching questions of all three 
papers, drawing out deeper insights into the variously pessimistic and optimistic futures for critical cosmopolitan thinking. 

Iain Lindsey, Brunel 

Panel Convener   Panelist Myria   Panelist Nick    Panelist Mark Pope 
Maria Rovisco      Georgiou   Stevenson 
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Globalization and Cricket 

Globalization and Cricket featuring Dominic Malcolm (Loughborough), Tom Fletcher (Leeds Met.), 

Russell Holden (In-the-Zone Consultancy), and Chris Rumford (Royal Holloway). The panel made a 
strong contribution to the sporting theme of the conference. Russell Holden’s paper examined the 
tensions between ‘purity, profit, and progress’ which characterise the contemporary game and work 
to pull it in different directions. Dominic Malcolm explored the ways in which the English game is 
adapting to the forces of globalization which now drive cricket, and Tom Fletcher looked at the 
‘drinking culture’ which accompanies the game at club level in England and the ways that this tends 
to inhibit the inclusion of British Asians. Chris Rumford examined the current International Cricket 

Council rankings forTwenty20 players finding this to be a metaphor for the ICC’s refusal to embrace the globalization of the 
sport. The presentations were followed by an engaging discussion with members of an enthusiastic audience.  

The European Union and the World 

The EU and the World panel supplemented the EU in the World panel (Day 1), 

both convened by Didem Buhari-Gulmez (Royal Holloway). These twin panels on 
the EU were  divided in terms of assessing respectively how the global processes 
enact and legitimate the European actors and to what extent the EU as an actor 
could  relate to the global environment that constrains it. Valentina Kostadinova 
(University of Buckingham) presented on the prospects and impediments of establishing closer ties between the EU and 
Saudi Arabia. Several issues were raised regarding the way in which the EU   conducts its external relations and underlying 
cultural issues that may hinder greater understanding. This presentation raised some significant questions for thinking 
about the EU’s relations with Muslim countries. Marius Guderjan (Manchester Metropolitan) took an  alternative approach 
to Europeanisation by looking at European integration from the perspective of local government. Guderjan’s presentation 
stressed the importance of looking beyond supra-national and national levels of governance by showing how local  
mobilisation has produced, albeit modest, significant modifications of the integration process. In the final presentation, 
Alistair Brisbourne (Royal Holloway) presented on the role of the Anna Lindh Foundation in the Euro-Mediterranean 
pointing to the multifaceted nature of the institution. Brisbourne argued that in light of the recent events in the region and 
the on-going developments in EU policy the significance of the ALF should be reconsidered in terms of global political  
transformations. The panel elicited lively and informed questions from the audience. Professor Roland Robertson chaired 
the panel.  

Chaired by Dr. Chris Porter (Manchester Metropolitan), this panel focused on the heritage strand of the conference as it 

questioned the notions and signifiers of national identity in relation to issues such as collective memory and historicised 
national iconography as well as in terms of their position within a globalised world. Melanie Horton (MIRIAD) looked at the 
Manchester City Galleries’ collection of Empire Marketing Board posters. Using the London 2012 exhibition We Face  
Forward: Art from West Africa Today as a critical context, Horton showed how legacies of empire still exist in their culture 
of display. The panel also related to the 'lifestyles' thread as Ming Turner (De Montfort University) and Beccy Kennedy 
(Manchester Metropolitan) addressed how migration affects artist’s everyday lives and how these changes, in turn,  
become manifested within the themes of their artworks. Beccy Kennedy presented on the impact of migration on Korean 
artists by discussing how themes of in-between-ness, cultural memory and alienation were present across much of their 
artwork. Ming Turner’s presentation discussed the modern significance of border crossing  in producing  
phenomena of displacement and cultural hybridisation. Looking at the Beautiful Life: Memory and Nostalgia exhibition, 
which Turner curated at Creative Hinkley Gallery, the complexity of 
diasporic identities was explored. In engaging key conference themes 
the panel garnered some excellent discussion on the relationship  
between global transformations and art and around the artworks on  
exhibit.  

Imaging Global Transformations: migrants,  

diasporas and identities in art 

Panelists Beccy Kennedy, Ming Turner and Melanie Horton 
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Join us on Facebook  Follow us on Twitter 

  http://tiny.cc/o7v4aw   @GlobalStudiesAs 

New member subscriptions can now be taken through the 
Royal Holloway online store or via the GSA  
membership page.  
 
Additional membership information can be found on the 
GSA webpage. 

Support the GSA 

The Global Studies Association now has a presence 

on social media in order to disseminate information 

on upcoming and special events, new publications, 

GSA activities and various issues of interest to the 

GSA and its members. 

Changing Turkey 

Panelists Asst. Prof. C. Akça Ataç, Assoc. Prof. Muge Kinacioglu, Dr. Ali Balci 
and Chair Dr. Shoba Arun. 

The panel ‘Changing Turkey in a Changing World’ took the difficult  case of Turkey –a ‘torn 

country’ in Huntington’s words in the sense that it does not fit in a single global civilizational 
category- to investigate the processes through which Turkish actors identify themselves and act 
in light of global transformations in the post-Cold War era. Providing us a critical reading of the 
new Turkish foreign policy vision, Dr. C. Akça Ataç (Çankaya University) explained that  
emergent attempts to reclaim its Ottoman imperial legacy could not secure Turkey’s position in 
the post-Cold War era as a significant regional power. This is mainly due to the religious and 
post-colonial references implicit in the idea of neo-Ottomanism. Hence, Ataç suggested that  

Turkey needs a foreign policy that contributes beyond the partiality of neo-Ottomanist ideals. The second paper by Dr Muge 
Kinacioglu (Hacettepe University) embraced a highly interesting identity-focused perspective in dealing with Turkey’s relations 
with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in the post-Cold war era. While it is well known that NATO redefined its 
role and mission in the new world order, Kinacioglu suggested that NATO’s new mission implies a new global normative actor-
ness, which is implicit –if not explicit– in its out-of-area operations. By studying several out-of-area operations to which Turkey 
contributed significantly, Kinacioglu invited attention to the processes through which Turkey and NATO seek mutual  
legitimation in the sense of reconciling Western and Muslim identity in the new world order. Finally, Dr. Ali Balci’s (Sakarya 
University) presentation dealt with the problematic relations between the Kurdish minority in Turkey and the European Union. 
Transcending the conventional approach that assumes Kurdish identity claims are the main factor in Kurdo-European relations, 
Balci focused on the factor of power relations, representation, and the identity/difference dyad, in order to demonstrate the 
changing attitude of Turkey’s Kurds towards the EU. Overall, the GSA panel on modern Turkey offered an unusual point of de-
parture for considering the mutual interaction between Europeanizing and globalizing processes as well as the problematic 
relationship between Western and Islamic identities. While the speakers disagreed on many issues including Turkey’s EU bids, 
its global mission, or its treatment of its minorities, it was clear that they all confirmed that Turkey was both reflecting and  
contributing to the changing world order. 

 

http://onlinestore.rhul.ac.uk/browse/product.asp?catid=363&modid=1&compid=1
http://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/membership/


 

 

The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to address the vast social, political and 

economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collabo-

rate and explore shared responses to such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidiscipli-

narity and to the global context make the GSA unique in its aims and scope and thus offering its members invaluable contacts and con-

nections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not easily accommodated in single disciplinary associ-

ations to be fully recognised and encouraged. Thus individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global 

life can find an intellectual home by working with others in the GSA.  

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, academic journal that invites contribu-

tors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. The journal seeks to bring cutting edge theoretical and critical reflection 

to bear on dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of globalisation.  

 

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Anthony Cooper, Pepijn van Houwelingen, (all Royal Holloway), Amin Samman 

(Birmingham)  

www.globalstudiesassociation.org  

Chair: Chris Rumford  

Centre for Global and Transnational Politics  

Department of Politics and IR  

Royal Holloway  

University of London  

Egham  

Surrey TW20 0EX  

Phone: 01784 414133  

E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk  

multidisciplinary 

social science
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Work is currently underway on Issue #6 of JCGS 

Democracy and law are central themes of global studies. Nowadays international 

politics seems to be interceded via a multitude of legal practices and processes, 

consequently bringing the role of, and need for, international law into sharp relief. 

Yet particularly since the emergence of the ‘war on terror’ many have questioned 

the efficacy of international law. No longer framed in terms of a Westphalian ‘law 

of nations’, international law is undergoing a series of fundamental challenges 

that are increasingly calling into question its status, effectiveness and application. 

Extraordinary rendition, the widespread use of torture and the politics of exception 

in general highlight both its ineffectiveness and flexibility in equal measure. Conse-

quently, some champion the strengthening of current state-centric institutions and 

regimes to protect human rights, while others argue that breaking existing regula-

tions can be justified. Others still argue for radically different (bottom-up) ap-

proaches to international law and democracy, taking into account not only rela-

tions between states but also relations between individuals.  
Click on the image to access the journal 

and read past issues 

http://criticalglobalisation.com 

Newsletter edited by: 

Alistair Brisbourne 

http://criticalglobalisation.com/current.html
http://criticalglobalisation.com/

